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1. IDENTIFYING DATA.

- Course Name.

English through Language Acquisition Theory

- Coordinating
University.

Université Polytechnique Hauts-de- France

- Partner Universities

Involved. N/A

- Course Field(s). English

- Related Stud

Programme. ! N/A

- ISCED Code. 0230

- SDG. https://sdgs.un.org/goals : 4

- Study Level.

Bachelor (B), and Master (M), PhD and staff
Minimum English level requirement : B1

https://projects.put.poznan.pl/Products/Files/DocEditor.aspx?fileid=22160

* Green - strongly

- EUNICE Key * Orange- moderately
Competencies
* Red - [EEEN
e Blank cell - not at all
EUNICE Key Problem solving strongly
Competencies Teamworking strongly
Communication strongly
Self-management strongly
Cognitive flexibility moderately
Digital competence _
Technical competence not at all
Global intercultural competence _

allocated.

- Number of ECTS credits

2

- Mode of Delivery.

Online live and Online self-study

- Language of Instruction. ENGLISH
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- Course Dates.

The first semester between September and December. There are
certain holidays in France during this period, hence the broad
period. (Start : September 1st)

- Precise Schedule of the
Lectures.

2 HOURS PER WEEK:

- First week : (live)

- Weeks 2- 7 : (self-study)

- Week 8 : (First hour : pre-recorded video answer questions/mini
tasks done; second hour; live : the basics of debating -
preparation for final evaluation)

- Week 9 : (self-study)

- Week 10 : Evaluation (debate)

*students are required to organise themselves to prepare for the
final evaluation

*exact dates and time are going to be defined at a later point of
time

- Key Words.

Language learning, language acquisition, debating,

- Catchy Phrase.

From Theory to Fluency, Unlock the Key to Language Proficiency!

- Prerequisites and co-
requisites.

Open to all students and staff members
Minimum English level required: B1

- Number of EUNICE
students that can attend the
Course.

10-14 (an even number is required owing to final project)

- Course inscription
procedure(s).

standard EUNICE procedure

2. CONTACT DETAILS.

- Department.

Independent (though language related)

- Name of Lecturer.

ROMANE ROMON ELLISTON

- E-mail.

Romane.Elliston@uphf.fr EllistonPolyglot@gmail.com

- Other Lecturers.

N/A

3. COURSE CONTENT.

This course provides learners with an in-depth exploration of the fundamental theories

underpinning language acquisition and learning. It focuses on how languages are internalised,
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processed, and developed over time, drawing on key linguistic, cognitive, and sociocultural
perspectives. Students will examine a range of theoretical models that explain language learning,
and reflect on how these insights can inform and refine their own practices as language users or
educators. The course places strong emphasis on analytical and critical thinking, encouraging
learners to reflect, evaluate and debate the effectiveness of various language learning approaches.
It is particularly suited to those passionate about understanding how languages function and are
learnt—whether to enhance their own linguistic development or to guide others in their learning

journey.

4. LEARNING OUTCOMES.

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Understand and Analyse Key Theories: Demonstrate understanding of the major theories
of language learning/acquisition by engaging with written and audio materials and
summarising key ideas through journal entries (Skills: listening + reading + writing).

2. Apply Theoretical Knowledge: Utilise insights from language acquisition theories to refine
vocabulary, comprehension techniques, and study habits (Skills: reading + writing +
speaking).

3. Critically Evaluate Language Learning Theories: Analyse, compare and contrast language
learning theories while incorporating newly acquired vocabulary and expressions, through
group discussions and peer feedback (Skills: listening + reading + writing + speaking).

4. Debate and Defend Position: Present well-supported arguments on the strengths and
limitations of selected language learning theories (Skills: listening + speaking).

5. Integrate Theories into Pedagogy: Apply language acquisition theories to teaching
practices in practical classroom scenarios (Skills: reading + writing + speaking)

6. Adapt Learning Strategies: Experiment with language learning strategies to enhance
personal language development (Skills: listening + reading + writing + speaking)

5. OBJECTIVES.

e Explore core theories of language learning and acquisition, including their strengths and
limitations.

e Expand vocabulary by learning technical and domain-specific expressions through
engagement with complex reading and audio materials.

e Strengthen listening and speaking skills through frequent exposure to audio content and
participating in open discussions and structured debates.

o Develop analytical skills through document analysis, leading to improved written and oral
production
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Improve reading fluency and comprehension through frequent exposure to academic

texts.
Acquire effective debating skills to express and defend ideas clearly and persuasively in

the target language

6. COURSE ORGANISATION. ‘

UNITS

Nativist and Input-Based Theories

I. Nativist theories

ii. Input-based theory

iii. Acquisition vs. Learning hypothesis
v. Natural Order hypothesis

V. Monitor Hypothesis

Vi, Input Hypothesis

vii.  Affective filter Hypothesis

Materials:
Academic texts, audio extracts, and video materials.

Evaluation:

e Reading and listening comprehension activities

e Forum discussions (written via the online platform — mandatory, as they promote
collaboration, interaction, and learner engagement)

e Journal entries, incorporating domain-specific vocabulary and demonstrating
progression in language skills (vocabulary use, syntax, and overall quality of
written expression).

Duration: 6 hours total (Weeks 1-3)
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Content:

e Core principles of Behaviourist theory

e The role of reinforcement and repetition in language learning
e (lassical and operant conditioning

e Behaviourism in language teaching methodologies

Materials:
Academic readings, video case studies, audio lectures, and excerpts from behaviourist

classroom practices.
Evaluation:

e Reading and listening comprehension tasks

e Forum discussion analysing the effectiveness and limitations of behaviourist
approaches in language learning

e Journal entries reflecting on the role of behaviourism in personal language

learning experience, using course-specific vocabulary and accurate language
structures

Duration: 4 hours total (Weeks 4-5)

Sociocultural Theory
Content:

e Core principles of Sociocultural Theory
e The role of social interaction in language development

o Concepts of mediation, scaffolding, and the Zone of Proximal Development

e
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Materials:
Academic articles, video interviews with educators/researchers, audio podcasts, and
authentic classroom interaction samples.

Evaluation:

e Listening and reading comprehension exercises

e Forum discussion analysing the role of interaction and sociocultural context in
language acquisition

e Journal entries reflecting on collaborative learning experiences and integrating
domain-specific terminology

Duration: 4 hours total (Weeks 6-7)

The Art of Debating
Content:
e Structure and components of effective debates (claims, evidence, rebuttal)
e Language functions for arguing, agreeing, disagreeing, and persuading
o Rhetorical strategies and persuasive language techniques
o Debate etiquette and turn-taking strategies
® Preparation and delivery techniques for formal and informal debates
Materials:

Sample debate videos, debate templates and guides, texts on effective debating
techniques

Evaluation:

e Listening activities focused on identifying persuasive strategies vs argument
structure
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e Forum discussions on topical issues to practise persuasive writing and critical
thinking

e Journal entries analysing personal progress in spoken argumentation, using
relevant vocabulary and self-reflection

® In-class practice debates to build fluency, coherence, and confidence in
spontaneous speaking

Duration: 4 hours total (Weeks 8-9)

LEARNING RESOURCES AND TOOLS.

Personal resource: compilation of research and theories (written texts + audio & video material)

PLANNED LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND TEACHING METHODS.

Lectures (live), group work (independent), tasked-based assignments (individual and group)

7. ASSESSMENT METHODS, CRITERIA AND PERIOD.

There are two types of evaluations:

i. Task-based assessments at the end of each unit

These include both individual and group work such as journal entries, forum discussions, listening
comprehension exercises, and the analysis of video/audio extracts. These tasks are primarily
designed to develop reading, listening, and writing skills.

ii. Oral presentations
This includes debates, group discussions with peers, and live sessions with the lecturer. These
activities focus on enhancing listening and speaking skills.

Criteria:

Assessment criteria are detailed and specific to each unit. They align with the language skills and
learning objectives targeted in each module (e.g. clarity of expression, integration of vocabulary
and concepts, critical thinking, collaboration, etc.).

Period:
Assessments take place at the end of each unit. The final evaluation will occur in Week 10 in the
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form of a structured oral debate, allowing students to demonstrate their speaking, listening, and
argumentation skills in the target language.

OBSERVATIONS.

N/A

8. BIBLIOGRAPHY AND TEACHING MATERIALS.

| will provide all study material, though students are allowed to use other resources. Here are some
of them:

1. Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition Stephen D Krashen University of Southern
California

2. Second Language Acquisition Theories: Overview and Evaluation - Christina Gitsaki
3. Theories of second language acquisition: Three sides, three angles, three points
Article in Second language Research - October 2005

DOI: 10.1191/0267658305sr258ra

4. Principles of Communicative Language Teaching and Task-Based Instruction
(MO1_BRAN9064_01_SE_C01.QXD)

5. Task-Based Language Learning - by David Nunan
6. Project-Based Learning — by John Larmer and John R. Mergendoller

7. The routledge handbook of second language acquisition
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