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3.1 LEARNING OUTCOMES

Knowledge of the development of the historical process of hunter-gatherer societies of the Iberian Peninsula Prehistory-
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4. OBJECTIVES

Framing Prehistory of the Iberian Peninsula within the context of Universal Prehistory

Understanding the process of the first settlement in the Iberian Peninsula as part of the processes of human colonization of 

Europe

To analyze the historical development of the Paleolithic and Mesolithic hunter -gatherer communities in their transformation 

through time

To analyze the initial processes of the transformation of the mode of production typical of hunter -gatherer communities that 

leads to the appearance of tribal societies

6. COURSE ORGANIZATION

CONTENTS

1 The humans of the Early Pleistocene

-General time periods, cultures and definitions

- "Out of Africa" the initial human colonization of Eurasia.

-The first archaeological and anthropological evidence and its context.

-The first settlement of the Iberian Peninsula: key archaeological sites: Guadix-Baza basin, Sierra de Atapuerca 

complex and Barranc de La Boella.

2 The humans of the Middle Pleistocene

-The Mid-Pleistocene revolution.

-Main archaeological areas and Middle Pleistocene sites

-Technology, subsistence and ways of life

-Practical trip: visit to the Sierra de Atapuerca sites and the Archaeology Experimental Center .

3 The humans of the Late Pleistocene: Neandertals

-General chronostratigraphic framework and definitions

- Paleoclimate and paleoecological settings.

-Paleobiology, culture and behavior.

-Key archaeological sites: Cueva de El Sidrón, Cueva de las Palomas, Gibraltar.Gorham's Cave complex

4 From Neandertals to Modern Humans: The Middle to Upper Palaeolithic Transition.

-Theoretical models of the Transition.

-The paleoanthropological and genetic data.

-Neandertal extinction: archaeological key sites.

5 The Iberian Upper Palaeolithic

-From the end of the Aurignacian to the Solutrean.

-Subsistence and ways of life: towards a model of social organization

-The archaic cycle of Palaeolithic art

- The boost of the Upper Palaeolithic: Magdalenian times.

-Practical trip: visit to the MUPAC

6 The end of hunter-gatherer societies: Mesolithic times

-Environmental framework of the end of Glacial times

-Continuity and change: the Azilian and the mosaic of post-Palaeolithic regional cultures

-The end of a mode of production: from the crisis of

the art in contact with early Neolithic societies.

7 Group work presented on the field trip

8 Evaluation
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7. ASSESSMENT METHODS AND CRITERIA

Description Type Final Eval. Reassessment

Exam: Questions related with the subject including 

an essay, a practical case and a multiple choice 

questions.

 60,00 Written exam Yes Yes

Assistance and Evaluation of practical activities  40,00 Work No Yes

 100,00 TOTAL

Observations

Class attendance and participation are relevant and essential.

The date of the final exam will be according to the calendar of the centre.

The final exam will be evaluated as follows: Essay (60%), a Practical case (25%) and a multiple choices test (15%). Practical 

works along the course are evaluated.

Oral presentation of the group work will be carried out between the 8th to 10th week.

Evaluation of the participation in class, practical works (including practical trips) and seminars will be achieved continuously 

along the course.

In the extraordinary call when the student chooses the 18-B of the Regulation of the Evaluation Processes of the University of 

Cantabria, the student must notify it the Professor before the start of the extraordinary period of examinations. The student will 

undertake an exam that will include the execution of practical cases, multiple-choice questions, an essay and questions about 

the seminars and practices lectured.

Observations for part-time students

Evaluation criteria for part-time students

When there are no alternative options that allow the part-time student to participate regularly in the face-to-face teaching 

activities, the student may undergo a single evaluation process. Such an evaluation implies the delivery of works equivalent to 

the continuous training of face-to-face students, as well as the completion of an exam with the same characteristics as the 

one carried out by the regular class attendance students. It may be established exceptionally the obligation to attend and 

pass certain oral activities (classroom practices and laboratory). In any case, any part-time student should contact the teacher 

at beginning of the course to establish the adaptation of the subject and its evaluation to this modality
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