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3.1 LEARNING OUTCOMES

Explain the importance of the “soil” environment from an ecological and socio-economic point of view.-

Describe the main physical, chemical and biological properties of soils, quantify them using parameters and know the 

methods for obtaining them.

-

Describe the main systems and criteria for soil classification; classify a soil based on its properties.-

Describe the types of soil degradation, its causes and effects.-

Explain the tools for managing degraded soils.-

Become aware of the problem of soil degradation.-
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4. OBJECTIVES

Raise students' awareness of the importance of soil degradation and enhance their interest in this topic.

Provide students with knowledge about the properties of soils, the parameters that describe and quantify them, and the 

methods for obtaining them.

Offer students tools for the study, prevention and recovery of degraded soils mainly due to erosion and contamination.

6. COURSE ORGANIZATION

CONTENTS

1 Introduction. Soil degradation.

2 Physical, chemical and biological properties of soils.

3 Types of soils.

4 Soil degradation by erosion.

5 Soil degradation due to pollution.

%

7. ASSESSMENT METHODS AND CRITERIA

Description Type Final Eval. Reassessment

Individual works  35,00 Work No Yes

Group work  20,00 Work Yes No

Final evaluation  40,00 Written exam Yes Yes

Laboratory / visits / talks  5,00 Work No No

 100,00 TOTAL

Observations

Attendance to class, intervention in the classroom and on the virtual teaching platform, the realization of proposed exercises, 

and other participation activities, may be valued by adding up to 0.5 points to the grade for the course, as long as the mark in 

the written examen is equal or higher than 4.0 (up to a maximum final grade of 10).

Observations for part-time students

If a student has applied for and obtained their enrollment in the master on a part-time basis, they may have access to the 

single evaluation modality. The single evaluation will consist of a final evaluation (written exam) that will score 50% of the grade 

and the delivery of individual works  with a weight of 50%. When oral presentation is required, it can be done by 

videoconference.

In addition, unless justified, they must attend the Laboratory Practice session and/or visits, and submit a report on it. Like 

full-time students, they will have access to all the documentation of the subject through a virtual teaching platform.
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