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4. OBJECTIVES

Develop communicative skills in Maritime Technical English, both oral and written, at receptive and productive levels, so that 

students can perform effectively in academic contexts and, especially, in professional environments within the international 

nautical sector.

Foster students’ confidence and autonomy in using English as a professional communication tool in the maritime sector , as 

well as equip them with strategies that facilitate autonomous and continuous learning of terminology and structures specific to 

naval technical English.

Enable students to understand, analyze, and actively participate in conferences, meetings, technical instructions, and 

specialized communications in English related to navigation, maritime safety, and nautical operations.

Develop the communicative competence necessary to interact effectively with English speakers in professional maritime 

settings, including contexts such as bridge operations, port activities, technical inspections, and interinstitutional 

communications.

Provide students with a solid knowledge of specialized nautical English, allowing them to interpret technical manuals, 

regulatory publications, nautical charts, and other discipline-specific documents, as well as to successfully take 

maritime-related subjects taught in English.

Prepare students to meet the linguistic competencies required by the STCW 78/2010 Convention (amended in Manila), 

specifically:

a) The accurate and appropriate use of IMO Standard Marine Communication Phrases for maritime communications.

b) The use of spoken and written English for handling nautical charts and specialized publications, as well as for voyage 

planning and execution, including ship position determination.

c) The comprehension of meteorological information and operational safety messages necessary to maintain a safe and 

effective navigation watch.

6. SUBJECT PROGRAM

CONTENTS

1 Types of ships

2 Ship dimensions and tonnage

3 Position of objects on board and outside the ship

4 Ship structure members and shipbuilding

5 Crew: Expressing the functions and duties of crew members, and the proper use of notices, notifications, or 

instructions

6 Safety on board: Expressions related to safety drills and procedures, lifesaving equipment, and firefighting equipment

7 Expressions used in regulations
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%

7. ASSESSMENT METHODS AND CRITERIA

Description Type Final Eval. Reassessment

Attendance and participation  10,00 Others No No

Follow-up tests  30,00 Written exam No Yes

Final exam  30,00 Written exam Yes Yes

Individual and group assignments  30,00 Oral Exam No No

 100,00 TOTAL

Observations

The evaluation of the course will be divided into four components: a final exam representing 30% of the total grade, which will 

be recoverable if the student does not achieve the minimum passing grade of 5, in which case they must take the official exam 

scheduled by the institution; three follow-up tests throughout the course, each worth 10% and requiring a minimum grade of 4 

to be considered, which may be recovered through additional questions on the final exam on the last day of class if any are 

not passed, with students who fail to take any of these tests losing the right to continuous assessment; two oral 

presentations, one individual and one group, which will together account for 30% of the final grade (15% each); and finally, 

10% corresponding to attendance and active participation throughout the course. Additionally, students have the right to be 

evaluated 100% by means of a final exam during the extraordinary exam session.

Other general remarks:

In compliance with Article 33 of the Evaluation Processes Regulations of the University of Cantabria published in 2023, faculty 

will disclose the scoring criteria applicable to the evaluable tests requested. Among other aspects, special attention will be 

given to the following:

LINGUISTIC COMPETENCE

It is understood that university students possess the linguistic abilities necessary to successfully perform oral and written 

expression at all levels: spelling, grammar, vocabulary, pragmatics, and discourse coherence. Demonstrating these abilities in 

assignments and exams is a mandatory requirement to pass the course.

CITATION RULES

The Faculty Board has approved the adoption of APA Standards as the citation criteria for all academic work . Although these 

standards have different editions, we propose the BUC summary of the latest edition’s rules as a reference .

PLAGIARISM

Regarding fraudulent conduct (plagiarism) in evaluative tests, grades will comply with Article 32 of the University of Cantabria’s 

Evaluation Processes Regulations: “Fraudulent conduct in tests or evaluation activities will directly result in a failing grade ‘0 ’ 

for the course in the corresponding session, invalidating all grades obtained in evaluation activities with respect to the 

extraordinary exam session. This circumstance will be reported to the Faculty.”

USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)

When the use of artificial intelligence (AI) is permitted in an evaluable task, faculty will determine to what extent it may be 

used. Additionally, students may be asked for further information, orally or in writing, about the development of the task. 

Moreover, whenever AI is used, the student must specify how and for what purpose it was employed.

In cases of unethical or fraudulent use of AI, the provisions of Articles 31 and 32 of the University of Cantabria’s Evaluation 

Processes Regulations regarding fraudulent conduct and its sanctioning regime will be applied as a framework for 

decision-making in evaluation.

Observations for part-time students

Students officially recognised as part-time by the university must contact the instructor during the first two weeks of the 

course to inform her of their situation and to indicate their chosen assessment option from those available: continuous 

assessment without regular class attendance or a final exam accounting for 100% of the grade.
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8. BIBLIOGRAPHY AND TEACHING MATERIALS 

BASIC

Apuntes de la asignatura.

International Maritime Organization (2002). IMO SMCP. IMO Standard Marine Communication Phrases. Londres: International 

Maritime Organization.

La profesora facilitará bibliografía adicional, ya sea en el aula o a través del Aula Virtual, según lo considere oportuno y en 

función de las necesidades del alumnado durante el desarrollo del curso. Asimismo, proporcionará información sobre páginas 

web y otros recursos complementarios.
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