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1. IDENTIFYING DATA

Degree From the Mediterranean to the Atlantic Master's Degree: The
Construction of Europe between the Ancient and the Mediaeval
Worlds
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Faculty Faculty of Humanities

Discipline Basic Research Training

Course unit title and
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12 - The Ancient City: From Polis to Late Roman Civitas

Number of ECTS
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3 Term Semester based (2)

Web

Language of
instruction

Spanish English Friendly No Mode of delivery Face-to-face

Department DPTO. CIENCIAS HISTORICAS

Name of lecturer ELISA MANZO

E-mail elisa.manzo@unican.es

Office

Other lecturers NATALIA GOMEZ RUIZ

3.1 LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will comprehend the concept of ancient city.

Students will be able to recognize urbanism and public buildings of ancient Greek and Roman cities.

Students will have received training on institutions of classical cities (both Greek and Roman).

Students will learn to appreciate the historical-archaeological heritage of ancient cities and recognise their impact on contemporary
Europe.

4. OBJECTIVES

To analyze the origin of the Greek polis and its historical evolution through the study of ancient sources (both literary and archaeological).
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To comprehend the political concept of the Roman civitas and its territorial materialization.

To know the typology of caracteristic buildings of Greek and Roman cities through the study of archaeological sources.

To relate the functioning of local political institutions to the corresponding public buildings through a comparison with legal and
archaeological sources.

To know the different legal status of Roman civitates.

To value the heritage legacy of Greek and Roman cities in Europe, and reflect on its impact on modern societies.

6. COURSE ORGANIZATION

CONTENTS

1 Origin and meaning of Greek polis. Features of Greek urbanism in Antiquity.

2 Rome and urban origins in Italy.

4 Urbanism and public building in the Roman world: case-studies.

5 Field trip to an archaeological site

3 The Roman civitas: meaning, legal categories, and institutional functioning.

6 Written Exam

7. ASSESSMENT METHODS AND CRITERIA

Description Type Final Eval. Reassessme
nt

%

Practical exercises during the classes. Others No No 30,00

Written exam Written exam Yes Yes 60,00

Test on the field trip to an archaeological site Activity evaluation with Virtual Media No No 10,00

TOTAL 100,00

Observations

To pass the course, students are required to actively attend 80 per cent of the classes. Any absence exceeding 20 per cent must be duly
justified. Attendance will be monitored by a sign-in/sign-out sheet throughout the course.

In the case of students with special needs as recognised by SOUCAN, the professor will assess the application of SOUCAN’s
recommendations as far as possible, in order to ensure that these students are assessed on an equal footing with the rest of the
students.

Observations for part-time students

Students enrolled on a part-time basis must contact the professor in charge before the classes begin.
The assessment of part-time students will be based on the following criteria: they must pass a written examination on the theoretical
content of the course (70%); the remaining assessment methods will be replaced by similar activities set by the professor (30%).
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