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1. IDENTIFYING DATA

Degree Master's Degree in Contemporary History Type and Year Optional. Year 1

Faculty Faculty of Humanities

Discipline SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES

Course unit title and
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1317 - Modern Economic Growth

Number of ECTS
credits allocated

5 Term Semester based (2)

Web

Language of
instruction

Spanish English Friendly No Mode of delivery Face-to-face

Department DPTO. HISTORIA MODERNA Y CONTEMPORANEA

Name of lecturer ANDRES HOYO APARICIO

E-mail andres.hoyo@unican.es

Office Edificio Interfacultativo. Planta: + 2. DESPACHO PROFESORES (230)

Other lecturers

3.1 LEARNING OUTCOMES

A knowledge of the major stages of growth and economic development in the long term

A knowledge of the major stages of growth and economic development in the long term.

To become familiar with research methods in the field of long-term economic growth and development.

Ability to develop one's own perspective on the proposed field of study.

4. OBJECTIVES
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This course is specifically designed for graduate students in History and the Humanities, with the aim of making modern theories of
economic growth accessible and providing a comprehensive understanding of the long-term history of international economic growth
and development. Following the end of the Second World War, the remarkable expansion of the so-called Western economies marked
the beginning of an era characterized by prosperity and widespread optimism. The recognition that a new phase of economic history
was underway soon attracted the attention of a generation of social scientists, who revived the classical economists’ interest in
exploring the nature and causes of national wealth. During the 1990s, theoretical approaches to economic growth experienced a
significant revival. The emergence of the “new growth theory” has since exerted considerable influence on historical analysis,
contributing to a renewal of historiographical perspectives on economic growth and development. This course offers a critical overview
of that historiographical evolution, examines key theoretical contributions, assesses the role of economic historians, and explores the
historical responses to fundamental questions such as: Why do income disparities exist between countries? Why do some economies
grow more rapidly than others? What incentives and dynamics drive some economies to converge while others continue to diverge? Why
has rapid technological change been confined to such a limited number of countries? And why has global economic development
remained so uneven? While no prior knowledge of economic theory or statistics is required, students will be expected to gradually
develop familiarity with basic statistical concepts and methods in order to engage effectively with the course material and
recommended readings.

6. COURSE ORGANIZATION

CONTENTS

1 Economic Growth and Development: Fundamental Concepts

2 A Panoramic Perspective: The Hypothesis of 'Recurring Growth

3 Introduction to Modern Economic Growth Theory

4 Modern Economic Growth

5 The Transition to Modern Economic Growth: Case Studies

7. ASSESSMENT METHODS AND CRITERIA

Description Type Final Eval. Reassessme
nt

%

Preparation of a written essay on some of the topics
covered in the course

Work No Yes 80,00

Attendance and active participation Others No No 20,00

TOTAL 100,00

Observations

The evaluation of the written essays that are submitted and presented at the end of the course accounts for 80% of the final grade. The
evaluation of attendance and active participation in classes, whether in-person or virtual, accounts for 20% of the final grade. If
necessary, the recovery of assignments will be done by preparing a new essay that addresses the deficiencies of the previous one. In
case the health situation requires modifying the in-person conditions to scenario 2 (blended teaching) or scenario 3 (virtual teaching), the
continuous assessment activities related to the preparation of the written essays will preferably be submitted through the tools
available on the institutional UC platforms. Similarly, oral presentations of assignments and seminars will preferably be conducted
through the same institutional platforms. In these health scenarios, interactions between professors and students will also preferably
take place using the tools available on the UC institutional platforms (corporate email, MOODLE chats and forums, video calls, etc.).

Observations for part-time students

Students who, for a justified reason, are unable to attend classes regularly may take a written test as a substitute for attendance and
active participation in class, which will account for 20% of the final grade

8. BIBLIOGRAPHY AND TEACHING MATERIALS

BASIC
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